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Welcome to the Committee on Tidal Hydraulics (CTH) Workshop for the Community of Practice (CoP) in East Coast Navigation and Coastal Structures: “Inspection, Analysis, Assessment, Repair” December 5-7, 2006 in Philadelphia, PA.

This workshop is the second in a series aimed at strengthening the Corps’ CoP in the inspection of coastal structures. The first was held in Pacific, CA in August of 2005 at the request of the SPD and focused on west coast issues of coastal structure inspection. This Philadelphia meeting focuses on issues of coastal structure inspection for the eastern portion of the Nation, including the Great Lakes, the Gulf of Mexico and the East Coast. The CTH wishes to thank the Philadelphia District for its support in having this workshop in Philadelphia.

The purposes of these workshops are to facilitate:

1) Articulation of recommendations from practitioners and researchers on coastal structure inspection and on the connection between inspection and maintenance actions.

2) Broader communication among practitioners, researchers, and decision makers in the area of coastal structure maintenance through direct contact and the sharing of techniques and experience.

To achieve the first purpose above, the workshop has been designed to attempt to achieve consensus on two questions and articulate a consensus recommendation regarding them:

1) How do you do an effective coastal structure inspection? and

2) How does inspection lead to maintenance actions?

The second purpose will be achieved by the meeting itself and documentation and distribution of as much of the content of the workshop as possible, including contact information for the attendees. This set of handouts is the initial documentation, which will be augmented and provided in a more formal way later.

Though not complete at this time, this set of handouts accompanying this note is also provided to aid the workshop participants in following and following up on the individual presentations. Additional material relevant to the theme of the workshop is also included.

The CTH is a Committee of the Corps of Engineers founded in 1948. The Committee is composed of Corps field and research personnel with expertise in estuarine and coastal areas. The sole purpose of the Committee is to assist Corps Districts and Divisions with technical problems. http://chl.erdc.usace.army.mil/chl.aspx?p=s&a=Committees!2
Sincerely,








Robert McAdory, PhD








Chairman

